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From the Comics Page to a Hit Movie, Over the Hedge Celebrates 15 Years of
Amusing Readers with the Animals’View of Suburban Life

NEW YORK, June 10 On June 12, Over the Hedge marks 15 years of delighting
readers with the zany antics of the comics most lovable woodland creatures. Created
by Michael Fry and T Lewis, Over the Hedge takes a freshly skewed look at suburban
living from the perspective of the animals who lived there rst. This witty comic strip
appears in 250 newspapers nationwide, including the New York Daily News, Newark
Star-Ledger, Austin American-Statesman, Salt Lake Tribune and Portland Oregonian.
Over the Hedge is distributed worldwide through United Feature Syndicate and can be
seen on the Web at www.comics.com.

If 12 year old T Lewis could have known what the grown up T Lewis would get to do, his
mind would ve melted, Lewis said. From bringing Mike s words to life, to joining in the
lives of RJ and Verne and Hammy, to nudging black and white lines together to create a
unigue world, working on Over the Hedge has daily been a childhood and adulthood

dream come true.

A couple of boisterous Boyz in the Wood, mischievous raccoon RJ and his sensitive
best-buddy turtle, Verne, make a hilarious pair as they ght to save their wooded
wonderland from the evils and temptations of encroaching suburbia but end up
becoming distracted by at-screen TVs, discarded fast food, comfy lawn furniture and
the fun of wreaking havoc with the local homeowners association. As former ABC
Nightline host and long-time Hedge fan Ted Koppel puts it, These are wicked little
guys who'll pick your pocket as they steal your heart.

Over the Hedge rocketed to international stardom in 2006 when it hit the silver screen.
The DreamWorks computer-animated feature Im raked in $335 million at the box
of ce worldwide, and DVD sales continue to mount. The rst-rate voice cast includes
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Bruce Willis as RJ and Garry Shandling as Verne. Wanda Sykes, Avril Lavigne, Steve
Carell, Eugene Levy and William Shatner also lend their distinctive pipes to the popular
woodland creatures.

Over the Hedge mirrors the lives of many suburbanites today, those folks who want

to retreat from the city and commune with nature but cannot give up the comforts of
home. As RJ and Verne hilariously demonstrate by y- shing for hot dogs off backyard
barbecues, it is possible to have it all. With equal parts fascination and amusement, they
observe and comment on their hapless human neighbors.

RJ and Verne have also taken center stage in four Over the Hedge book collections from
Andrews McMeel Publishing that feature numerous adventures from the wildly popular
comic strip: Over the Hedge, Over the Hedge 2, Over the Hedge 3: Knights of the Picnic
Table, and Over the Hedge 4: Stuffed Animals.

Fry and Lewis have known each other since 1992 when they both contributed to the
Mickey Mouse comic strip.

United Feature Syndicate is a division of United Media, the information and entertainment
company that develops and markets 150 comic strips and editorial features worldwide,
including Peanuts, Dilbert, Get Fuzzy, Pearls Before Swine, Miss Manners and Sense
& Sensitivity by Harriette Cole. United Media (www.comics.com) is a wholly owned
subsidiary of The E.W. Scripps Company.
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